U.S. History Book Presentation

Due Dates
A-Day:
B-Day:
You are required to give a presentation teaching the class about the book that you chose earlier in the semester.  The presentation will assess your verbal communication skills, your knowledge of the book/theme, your interpretation of the book, and your ability to incorporate digital technology into your presentation.  The book must be from either the Holocaust, World War II, Great Depression., Civil Rights Movement or some other time period we study in U.S. History II.  Complete and turn in a book proposal for approval.  Take the AR test and turn in the results.  Books most likely will be non-fiction.  No one in your class period can read the same book.  
The presentation needs to include the following:
· 4-5 minute presentation.  Create a well-organized presentation.  Follow the rubric given
· Briefly summarize your topic (book) and incorporate a theme into your summary.  A theme is something that you believe the book teaches, a lesson. (i.e. Anne Frank's book could be about enduring/overcoming challenges).  I want to mostly hear about your thoughts about the book.

· Make this presentation interesting, creative, and informative.  Be the expert on the topic.  The class should clearly see your thesis statement on the first slide, which should be supported by the rest of your presentation.  Don't forget to conclude your presentation by summarizing your overall presentation.

· During your presentation answer the following questions, as well as others you come up with:  What is your opinion on the book?  Do you agree with the author on the topic?  Did you enjoy the book?  Did your opinion change?  Why or why not?  New information that you learned?
· Include three quotes from the book in your presentation.  The quotes should support your theme.  These should be split up throughout your presentation. 
· A well created and organized digital component: slide show or documentary style film.   Be sure the digital piece of your presentation enhances and is useful, but is not the entire presentation.  Put information in short bullet points, not long paragraphs.  If you do a power point save in ppt format and upload to Canvas. It is your responsibility to be sure that the presentation works on the classroom computer.  You will be docked if the presentation does not work properly, and you did not check previously.   

· A Works Cited Page with citations/footnotes need to be included in the presentation to document the book, sources, pictures, etc.  Use in-text citations throughout the presentation.

· Start the book early to avoid not being.  Late work is not accepted for this project!
· Print off the rubric and turn in immediately before you present.

· GOOD LUCK AND ENJOY!

U.S. History II Dual Credit Book Report Project

Name _____________________________
Date __________________ Period _____
	Category
	
	Score

	Introduction 
	Introduction is catchy and the writer works hard to draw in the reader’s attention.

6
	Introduction is a weak “grabber”, but there is a clear explanation what will be covered in the presentation.

4
	A catchy beginning was attempted but was confusing rather than catchy. 

2
	Very little effort was made to catch the reader’s attention in the first paragraph. 

0
	6

	Thesis
	Thesis is evident and the point to be argued is well stated.

4
	Thesis is mixed among many sentences and hard to piece together.

3
	Thesis is not entirely apparent although topic is evident.

2
	Thesis and topic of the essay are unclear.

1
	4

	Project
 Structure
	Slides contain topic sentences, multiple examples, three quotes throughout the presentation, and transition sentences.

8
	Project contains at least two of the following three components: topic sentences, examples, transition sentence, only two quotes.

6
	Project attempts to use the correct structure of a topic sentence, examples and a transition sentence, but clearly struggles.  No quotes.

4
	There is little effort in the project to create proper structure.

2
	8

	Organization & Coherence
	The project is very well organized.  One idea follows another in a logical sequence with clear transitions. The project is presented well.  It tells a coherent story.             

8
	The project is pretty well organized. One idea may seem out of place. Clear transitions are used. The project makes sense. 

6
	The project is a little hard to follow. It is unclear. The transitions are sometimes not clear.  

4
	Ideas seem to be randomly arranged. No effort at organization.  The project is very confusing and/or incomplete.                  

2
	8

	Focus on Assigned Topic
	The entire project is related to the assigned topic and allows the listeners to understand much more about the topic.

8
	Most of the project is related to the assigned topic. The presenter wanders off topic in at least one place, but the reader can still learn something about the topic.

6
	The project is very general and repeats a few ideas without much evidence.

4
	No attempt has been made to relate the project to the assigned topic, or no evidence is presented.

0
	8

	Accuracy of Facts and Evidence
	All facts presented in the presentation are accurate and relate back to the thesis.  All facts and pictures are cited correctly with in-text citations.
10
	Almost all facts presented in the presentation are accurate and usually relate back to the thesis. Many, but not all facts are cited.

8
	Most facts presented in the presentation are accurate (70%). Evidence is scattered about rather than used to prove the thesis. Facts are not cited. 

6
	There are several factual errors in the essay. There is no real effort to make the piece cohesive. Facts are not cited.  Little or no evidence is presented.

2
	10

	Grammar / Mechanics
	The project has few, if any, spelling, punctuation, capitalization or grammar errors. 

8
	The project has two or three mechanics errors.

6
	The project has four or five mechanics errors.

4
	The project has more than five mechanics errors.

2
	8

	Analysis
	The writer makes excellent analytical points throughout the project.  This means you give your well-thought out opinion.                                     10                                       
	The write makes an attempt at making analytical points in a majority of the slides.

6
	The writer makes an attempt at making an analytical point at least once in the slides.

4
	There is no effort at making analysis of any of the evidence presented in the essay.

0
	10

	Conclusion
	The presenter wraps up their project effectively, summarizing the entire book and theme.

8
	The writer loosely wraps up their project with their conclusion.

6
	The writer clearly struggles with their conclusion.

4
	The writer makes no attempt at forming a concluding paragraph.

0
	8
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